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Why the Guide?

● Now more than ever, there is great need for healthy, 
sustainable wetlands for all of us 

● Many wetlands and important aquatic resources are on Tribal 
lands

● Tribes requested a guide specific to their needs and 
situations, and EPA responded

● Wetlands hold a special place in Tribal traditions and culture; 
their preservation and health is tied to the greater health and 
wellbeing of the community 



ASWM Handbook

● The existing ASWM 
handbook offers 
excellent information for 
both states and Tribes 

● This Guide is intended to 
be complementary to 
existing ASWM 
handbook
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Roundtable Members (approximate locations)



Roundtable & Drafting Process

● The Roundtable has been active since January 2021, meeting 7 times to date

● Many months of drafting, review, discussion

● Where we are now:

○ Final Roundtable meeting on Oct 1, 2021

○ Onboarding Tribal graphic designer

○ Comment period for Roundtable, followed by an EPA-led review process



Direction from the Roundtable

This Guide should be:

● Tribal-centric, show how EPA programs and requirements can include and 
support TEK and cultural preservation, and vice versa

● Easy to navigate

● Written in clear language

● Graphics-rich with photos, inset boxes, drawings, etc.

● Many Tribal examples, case studies

● Links to references, documents, additional information



What’s in the Guide

I. Introduction

A. Need for This Guide
B. Development of this Guide: Tribal Roundtable
C. Organization and How to Use

II. Getting Started: Some Basics

A. The 2013 ASWM Handbook
B. The Core Element Framework
C. Wetland Program Plans
D. Questions and Answers
E. Considerations When Working in the Tribal Context

III. Protecting Wetlands: Ingredients for Tribal Programs

A. Incorporating Cultural Values and Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge

B. Mapping, Monitoring, and Assessment
C. Regulatory Approaches
D. Water Quality Standards for Wetlands/401 Authority
E. Voluntary Restoration and Protection
F. Questions and Answers

IV. Getting Help

A. Wetland Program Development Grants
B. Other Sources of Funding
C. Tribal Collaboration Efforts and Partnerships
D. Questions and Answers

Appendix A: Roundtable Members

Appendix B:  Case Study Summaries

Appendix C: Funding Matrix

Appendix D: Additional Resources



What’s in the Guide: Q&A Sections



What’s in the Guide: Examples & WPP Excerpts



What’s in the Guide: 
Appendices

Appendices include: 

● Roster of Roundtable members

● Roughly 15 case study examples 
submitted by Roundtable members and 
others (still refining with authors)

● Links to additional resources

● Matrix of potential funding sources (still 
under development) 



What Makes This Guide Different

● Updated information since drafting of 2013 ASWM Handbook

● Incorporating TEK and cultural elements in the EPA Wetland Program Plan 
context

● Focus on practical, real-word issues and application

● Rich representation of Tribal experience in wetlands management and 
preservation, with roughly 15 case study examples and additional Tribal 
stories and contexts shared throughout

● Tribally-focused guidance on supporting resources and potential 
collaborations



What’s Next? 

(1)Working with graphic design firm

(2) Roundtable & EPA-led comment & review period

(3) Final revision period

(4) Rollout (digital): Public webinar; distribution to Tribes & EPA Regions


