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WEBINAR #5: MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT: !*u Saint Mary’s

DATA COLLECTION AND APPLICATIONS FOR : : ‘ University
TRIBAL WETLAND PROGRAMS

Webinar Overview:

Monitoring and assessment is one possible component of a Wetland Program Plan as described in the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Core Elements Framework. Having a monitoring and assessment program is a critical tool for Tribes and
states in managing and protecting their wetland resources. Monitoring and assessment can help document a baseline for
wetlands extent, condition, and function and to detect changes over time in order to make appropriate resource management
decisions. In this webinar, we will hear from Tribal representatives about their ongoing wetland monitoring and assessment
programs, including priorities, design, and implementation.

Introduction: Kerryann Weaver, EPA Region 5

Webinar Presenters:

® Michelle Bahnick, Tulalip Tribes

®m Bubby Gopher, Chippewa Cree Tribe

® Laurel Wilson, Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
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Welcome & Introduction
(15 minutes)

Presentations
(60 minutes)

Q&A

(15 minutes)
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NAWM Webinars

Register for upcoming
webinars and watch past
webinar recordings

BUMCIA ') 30

The mission of NAWM is to build capacity for state and tribal members and foster collaboration among the wetland community of practice by encouraging
the application of sound science to wetland management and policy, promoting the protection and restoration of wetlands and related aquatic resources,
and providing training and education for members and the general public.

NAVWM EVENTS
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NAWM BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Exclusive access to our live Member’s Webinar Series and .
archived library of webinar recordings (8 per year). Topics
alternate between science, policy, and legal issues.

Free Certificates of Attendance for all NAWM live webinars.
(Non-members are charged $25.00 for each Certificate) .

You will have up to 60 days to retrieve your certificate.

Access to NAWM Online Training Library with the
opportunity to each free Certificates of Completion .

Free subscription to the NAWM’s bi-monthly membership
newsletter, Wetland News .

Free subscription to the NAWM'’s weekly news bulletin,
Insider's Edition .

Reduced rates for participation in NAWM workshops and .
training sessions

Access to a national network of wetland professionals

Opportunities for involvement in NAWM committees

Voting rights in elections of the Board of Directors and all issues
presented to members to vote

Access to a robust online collection of wetland references

Discount from other organizations for wetland trainings and
courses

A sense of pride knowing that you have directly supported active
wetland conservation efforts nationwide

Groups of 10 or more — include your linked logo on the
homepage of the NAWM website

New — Access to a Members-only Federal Policy Tracker Tool

Coming Soon — Members-only Discussion Forums on a range
of topics

https://www.nawm.org/join-nawm




CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE

Who can get Certificates
of Attendance?

Using ClassMarker to Download your
Certificate of Attendance

You must be a participant during the entire live webinar
presentation.

You must have registered under your own name or if part of a
group, verify your participation.

You are responsible for sending the NAWM certificate

to your accrediting organization.

A link to a page with instructions will be sent to everyone
who registered in an e-mail one hour after the webinar ends.
Non-members are required to pay $25 per certificate.

You will need to create a unique username and password for
each certificate.

This will take you to the “test” where you will certify your
participation. If you certify your participation, click “yes.”

You will be prompted to download your certificate. If you cannot
download, go back into ClassMarker using your password to print.
Do not pay twice to download.

Certificates are free for members and $25 per certificate for
non-members if claimed no later than 60 days from the live
presentation.

NEW - All Certificates must be claimed no later than

60 days from the live presentation. ASsg,,

S

For assistance , please contact Laura Burchill
at laura@nawm.org or (207) 892-3399. -
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TODAY’S PRESENTERS

Kerryann Weaver
EPA Region 5

Michelle Bahnick
Tulalip Tribes

Bubby Gopher
Chippewa Cree Tribe
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Laurel Wilson
Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa
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National Association of
Wetland Managers

(207) 892-3399

www.nawm.org

Saint Mary’s University of MN
GeoSpatial Services

(507) 457-8746

www.geospatialservices.org
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Kerryann Weaver is Wetlands Section Supervisor with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 5 Office in
Chicago. Kerryann oversees staff in Clean Water Act Section 404 permit review, wetland mitigation banking coordination,

404 program assumption, CWA jurisdiction, and Tribal and State Wetland Program Coordination for Enhancing State and
Tribal Programs. Kerryann has close to 20 years of federal government service, having joined the EPA after working as a marine
biologist with NOAA Fisheries as well as serving as a Peace Corps Volunteer in the Rural Aquaculture Program in Zambia.

Michelle Bahnick is the Wetland Biologist for the Tulalip Tribes of Washington Natural and Cultural Resources Division
where they manage the Tribes’ Wetland Program. Having started this position in November 2021, they are extremely grateful
for the work of the other wetland biologists who have developed the Tulalip Tribes’ wetland program. Michelle is excited to
further develop and refine the Wetland Program in order to preserve, protect, enhance, restore, and manage wetlands and their
functions for the benefit of the Tulalip Tribes now and into the future. Prior to their work with the Tulalip Tribes, Michelle
worked in environmental consulting, assisted with studies assessing juvenile salmonid passage through dams on the Columbia
River, caught rock iguanas in the Bahamas for a long-term life history study, and served with the Washington Conservation
Corps to restore riparian areas and monitor Aquatic Reserves in Puget Sound. They hold a M.S. in Biology from Western
Washington University, a B.A. in Biology from Earlham College, and a certificate in Wetland Science and Management from the
University of Washington.
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Bubby Gopher was born and raised on the Rocky Boy’s Reservation in north central Montana. He grew up spending a lot of
time in the outdoors, which led him to the field of the environmental protection realm. Bubby has worked for the Chippewa
Cree Environmental Department for three years now, starting as a part-time employee and working into a full-time position as
the Wetlands Coordinator. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree, as well as an Associate of Arts- Natural Resource Geospatial
Technology and also an Associate of Arts- Elementary Education. In his free time, Bubby enjoys spending time with his wife and
8-month-old daughter. He also enjoys hunting and being outdoors year-round.

Laurel Wilson is the Wetlands Specialist for the Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, in the northeastern tip of
Minnesota. Since taking on this role in 2019, she has established a wetland program focused on monitoring, mapping, and
protecting the high-quality wetland resources in Grand Portage. Laurel also conducts wild rice monitoring and has been working
to develop a wetland monitoring program in the 1854 Ceded Territory. Laurel’s background is in invasive plant management and
plant community ecology. She has an M.S. in Plant Biology from Southern lllinois University, and a B.S. in Conservation Biology
from the University of Wisconsin — Madison.
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