Reaching Across the Border to Improve
Water Supply for People and Nature

Jennifer Pitt, Colorado River Program Director
January 9, 2018
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Elevation at which rationing begins



Colorado Basin River Forecast Center

Colorado River above Lake Powell\ Group
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Not so easy...

2000 - “surplus” for delta
beyond purpose and need

2000 - campaign for “one percent for the delta”
but no way to move water across the border

2001 - Mexicali delta summit is binational, federally convened
9/11

2003 - Defenders v. Norton
finds Treaty trumps ESA

2003 - UN Security Council vote to support invasion of Iraq
Mexico does not support

2007 - US rulemaking on CO River shortages
unilaterally suggests MX takes shortages too

2007 - NGOs bring water managers to the table, US and MX
announce “holistic” water management discussions

2008 US & MX lead negotiators die in a tragic plane crash












Minute 319 (2012 — 2017)
Minute 323 (2017 — 2026)

Shortage sharing, water
banking

Binational water conservation

Restoration in the Colorado
River Delta



























Minute 323
Environmental Commitments
2018 - 2026

Resources from US, Mexico, and
NGOs (1/3 each):

« 210,000 acre-feet
(may increase to 405,000 af)

e $9M for restoration
« $9M for science and monitoring












Reach 1: 2013 Reach 1: 2014



Habitat Restoration

2012-2017 - 1336 acres
2018-2026 - 4000 acres?













































Thank You

jpitt@Audubon.org

presentation photo credits: Francisco Zamora (support from
Lighthawk), Osvel Hinojosa, Pete McBride, Jennifer Pitt



