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Welcome!

If you have any technical difficulties
during the webinar
you can send us a question
in the webinar question box

or call Laura at (207) 892-3399.
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Webinar Overview

The Interagency Coastal Wetlands Workgroup (ICWWG) recently
released the Recommendations for Reducing Wetland Loss in
Coastal Watersheds of the United States. This report presents
voluntary recommendations that aim to reduce and reverse the
loss of wetlands in coastal watersheds and are intended apply to
program managers, non-governmental organizations, and
government staff involved in coastal wetland and watershed
management. This webinar will provide an introduction to and
background on the Recommendations report and share efforts by
agencies and partners to implement specific recommendations. In
addition, recommendations that may be best addressed by state,
tribal, or local governments will be highlighted.
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NAWM= Woebinars & Trainings = Publications= Scence~ Woetland Programs= Law & Policy~ JobsBoard Donate Join

How to Access
Information
about NAWM

The mission of MAWM is to build capacity for state and tribal members and foster collaboration among the wetland community of practice by encouraging

)
We b n a rs the application of sound science to wetland management and policy, promoting the protection and restoration of wetlands and related aguatic resources,
I and providing training and education for members and the general public,

WWW.hawm.org
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NAWM BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

* Exclusive access to our live Members' Webinar Series and archived * Opportunities for Involvement in NAWM Committees
library of webinar recordings (8 per year). Topics alternate between
science, policy, and legal issues. * Voting rights in elections of the Board of Directors and all issues presented

to members to vote
* Free Certificates of Attendance for all NAWM live webinars*

* Access to a robust online collection of wetlands references
* Access to NAWM Online Training Library with the opportunity to

earn free Certificates of Completion  Access to a National Network of Wetland Professionals

* Free subscription to NAWM'’s bi-monthly membership newsletter,

Wetland News * Groups of 10 or more - include your linked logo on the homepage of the

NAWM website

* Free Subscription to NAWM'’s weekly news bulletin, Insider's Edition
* NEW - Access to a Members-only Federal Policy Tracking Tool
* Reduced rates for participation in NAWM workshops and training

sessions * Coming Soon - Members-only Discussion Forums on a range of topics

* Discounts from other organizations for wetland trainings and courses

*Non-members pay a $25.00 administrative fee for each requested Certificate of Attendance.

https://www.nawm.org/join-nawm




Presenters

Amanda Santoni o y Marla Stelk
Ecologist E National Wetlands Inventory Branch Chief [&8 Executive Director
U.S. Environmental Protection A U. S. Fish and Wildlife Association of Wetland M
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Loss in Coasta/ Watersheds of the United
States

NAWM Hot Topics Webinar: January 2023
Amanda Santoni, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Jonathan Phinney, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Marla Stelk, National Association of Wetland Managers
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What is a coastal wetland?
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Coastal Wetland Loss

80,000 acres

of wetlands in U.S. coastal watersheds are lost per year.?
That’s approximately seven football fields every hour.

IDahl, Thomas E. and Stedman, Susan-Marie. Status and Trends of Wetlands in the Coastal Watersheds of the Conterminous United States 2004 to 2009. U.S.
Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, 2013.
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The Interagency Coastal Wetlands Workgroup
(ICWWG)

* The ICWWG was formed to reduce and reverse the trend of coastal wetland loss.

* The workgroup helps to address coastal wetland loss by investigating the underlying causes
of wetland loss, recommending policies and programs, disseminating tools and strategies,
and creating a better public understanding via education and outreach.

USDA vicasies 9%
—————y Department of ﬁ
_ Agriculture science for a changing world
Matural Resources Conservation Service

o 1 United States e‘
US Arr!ly corps ‘*"EPA Environmental Protection

Of E n g ineers. Agency U.S. Depariment of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration
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Reducing We tland loss in Coastal
Watersheds of the U.S.
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Recommendations

 Released June 2022 —

* Audience: Program managers, non-governmental E =
organizations, and government staff (federal,
state, tribal, local, and regional) involved in
coastal wetland and watershed management.

* Purpose: Forge cooperation across stakeholder ———

groups and build capacity to reduce coastal
wetland losses nationwide. = .

* Informed by a series of workshops and pilot
studies on coastal wetland loss. —
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Recommendations: Five Key Themes

VQ.QIS Increase the Acreage of Wetlands Restored in Coastal Watersheds
HHHE Reduce Loss of Coastal Wetlands to Development

Reduce Coastal Wetland Loss Associated with Silviculture in the
Southeast
= Support the Collection, Enhancement, and Dissemination of Landscape-
7/ ’ ;
Scale Monitoring Data
O Conduct Targeted Outreach and Stakeholder Engagement

18




Theme 1: Increase the Acreage of Wetlands
Restored in Coastal Watersheds

e 1.1 Increase the amount of restoration in coastal watersheds.
* 1.2 Enhance the ability to track restored wetland acres and function.

* 1.3 Enhance reclamation and restoration of former sand and gravel
mines.

19



Theme 2: Reduce Loss of Coastal Wetlands to
Development

2.1 Improve and increase the use of voluntary programs to protect
wetlands from development.

e 2.2 Improve interagency coordination to protect wetlands from
development and its indirect effects.

* 2.3 Increase use of a broader array of federal authorities to protect
wetlands from impacts of development.

e 2.4 Support local planning to increase the acreage of protected
coastal wetlands.

* 2.5 Enhance state and tribal protections for wetlands, including
those wetlands that are not otherwise regulated.



Theme 3: Reduce Coastal Wetland Loss Associated
with Silviculture in the Southeast

* 3.1 Increase the understanding of forested wetland loss mechanisms
in areas managed for timber production.

* 3.2 Improve interagency coordination and stakeholder engagement
in forested wetland conservation.

* 3.3 Develop or improve tools to enhance protection of forested
wetlands in timber production.



Theme 4: Support the Collection, Enhancement, and
Dissemination of Landscape-scale Monitoring Data

e 4.1 Continue to support and improve the USFWS NW!I Coastal
Watersheds Wetlands Status and Trends reports.

* 4.2 Produce new USFWS NWI Comprehensive Change Analyses in
areas identified as experiencing high levels of wetland loss.

4.3 Update the NWI geospatial dataset within coastal watersheds.

* 4.4 Continue support for and improve the resolution of C-CAP
products.

4.5 Strengthen coordination between NOAA C-CAP and USFWS NWI.

* 4.6 Supportthe development of techniques to improve the mapping
of forested wetlands.



Theme 5: Conduct Targeted Outreach and
Stakeholder Engagement

* 5.1 Identify and address gaps in public understanding regarding
coastal wetland loss.

* 5.2 Identify recommendations that require outreach and stakeholder
engagement in order to be effective and implement appropriate
outreach plans.



lementation Efforts
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Federal Implementation

Priority areas

1.1 Increase the amount of restoration in coastal watersheds

2.3 Increase use of a broader array of federal authorities to protect wetlands

2.5 Enhance state and tribal protection for wetlands

3.1 Increase the understanding of forested wetland mechanisms in areas managed for
timber production

4.1 Continue to support and improve FWS NWI Coastal Watersheds Wetlands Status &
Trends Reports

4.3 Update the NWI geospatial dataset within coastal watersheds

5.2 Outreach and stakeholder engagement as required



1.1.1- Explore ways to locate more wetland restoration projects (both
re-establishment and rehabilitation) in coastal areas

Tidal Restriction Synthesis Review

Released: Dec 2020

TIDAL RESTRICTIONS SYNTHESIS REVIEW 1) Identify common types of tidal restrictions and information on
ki ﬁfﬁﬂﬁmmﬁ,ﬂ"“""“m their abundance and distribution.

2) Identify adverse effects of tidal restrictions and benefits of
restoring hydrology.

3) Identify policies, practices or tools available that address tidal
restriction removal.

4) Assess needs for further facilitating tidal restriction avoidance and
removal.

LT Tt R i
AU {11 N -
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Uinited States 26
"
¥



1.1.1- Explore ways to locate more wetland restoration projects (both
re-establishment and rehabilitation) in coastal areas

In Progress: Tidal Restriction Assessment
Protocol for EPA R2 (NY, NJ, PR, USVI)

Adapt existing tidal crossing field evaluation methods to
confirm the existence of restrictions, determine their
severity, and prioritize them for removal.

27



1.1.3- Fund /incentivize the development of robust watershed
management plans/landscape planning documents

In Progress: Restoration and conservation plan
for Albemarle-Pamlico Sound (NC)

EPA, FWS, and the North Carolina Coastal Federation are
working to develop an innovative five-year action plan by
brining together regional stakeholders and will involve
funding strategies for natural resource conservation
activities centering wetlands, water quality, and fishery and
wild-life habitats.

28



Local Implementation:

Support local planning to increase the acreage of protected coastal wetlands

Priority areas

e 2.4.1 Facilitate the development of
comprehensive local plans to
encourage informed development
decisions.

* 2.4.2 Develop local planning best
practices for wetland protection.




2.4.1- Facilitate the development of comprehensive local plans
to encourage informed development decisions.

In Progress: Coastal Wetlands Project Under
Cooperative Agreement WD -84039601

Title: Local Planning Best Practices for Coastal
Wetland Protection and Restoration

Purpose: Provide technical assistance and support to
local governments planning to prevent loss/increase
acreage of coastal wetlands

Urban Wetlands Protection and
Restoration Guide

A resource to support efforts to restore omd protect urban wetiands for
economic, ecoiogicnl, and social benefits
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2.4.2- Develop local planning best practices for wetland
protection.

In Progress: Coastal Wetlands Project Under
Cooperative Agreement WD -84039601

Case Studies: in-depth qualitative case studies of
existing local coastal wetland ordinances designed
to protect and restore coastal wetlands and
aquatic resources in light of projected impacts
from climate change.

Purpose: to better understand the challenges that
local governments and disadvantaged
communities face when developing and enacting
such policies as well as highlight successes that
local governments have had and insights into what
factors led to their success.
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Implementation by the USFWS

4.1 Continue to support and improve the USFWS NWI Coastal Watersheds Wetlands
Status and Trends reports. (2009-2019 National Report in draft; estimate Coastal
Report one year later).

4.2 Produce new USFWS NWI Comprehensive Change Analyses in areas identified as
experiencing high levels of wetland loss. (Procedure is well established. Clients needed)

4.3 Update the NWI geospatial dataset within coastal watersheds. (Ongoing with
nearly all external funding).

4.5 Strengthen coordination between NOAA C-CAP and USFWS NWI. (Puget Sound
and Tampa Bay Projects underway).

4.6 Support the development of techniques to improve the mapping of forested
wetlands. (Longer term project that will require interagency development)
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Relevant Recommendations for NAWM
Members

e 2.5 Enhance state and tribal protections for wetlands, including those wetlands
that are not otherwise regulated

1.2 Enhance ability to track restored wetland acreage and function
*opportunities to follow common definition and classification systems

2.4 Support local planning to increase acreage of protected coastal wetlands
*future tools through EPA/NAWM case studies

1.1.1 Explore more ways to locate wetland restoration projects in coastal
watersheds

1.1.3 Support robust watershed management plans

2.2.4 Support establishment of migration corridors



Thank You

agency-coastal-wetlands-workgroup-
recommendations-reducing-we
loss-coastal

Jonathan Phinney: Jonathan_Phinney@fws.gov
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Amanda Santoni: Santoni. Amanda@epa.gov



Amanda Santoni Jonathan Phinney Marla Stelk
Ecologist National Wetlands Inventory Executive Director
U.S. Environmental Protection Branch Chief National Association of Wetland

Agency .~ U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Managers
santoni.amanda@epa.gov Jonathan Phinney@fws.gov &4 marla@nawm.org
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