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Welcome!

If you have any technical difficulties 

during the webinar 

you can send us a question     

in the webinar question box 

or call Laura at (207) 892-3399.



Webinar Tech Tips

If you are using the telephone to listen to the webinar, 
please mute both your computer’s microphone and
speakers or it will cause feedback.

Questions? 
Please submit your questions for the 
presenters via the question box.

TIP:  Close out other non-essential 

programs on your desktop.



Webinar Overview

This webinar introduces the SWS-ASWM student 
mentorship initiative and will provide 

presentations by students themselves about what 
their career goals are, how they plan to achieve 
them, what their needs and challenges are, and 

what they think is needed to develop a successful 
mentorship program. The goal of this webinar is to 
hear directly from students about what they need 
to be successful and what they expect and/or need 

in a mentoring program. 



AGENDA
3:00pm – 3:10pm Welcome and introductions

3:10pm – 3:15pm Greg Noe: SWS & Opportunities for Students

Jeff Matthews: SWS Mentoring Programs

3:15pm – 3:20pm Marla Stelk: ASWM & Opportunities for Students

3:20pm – 3:25pm Jessica Idle: University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa

3:25pm – 3:30pm Carolyn Copenhaver: SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry 

3:35pm – 3:40pm Indigo Tran: Missouri State University

3:40pm – 3:45pm Nadia Bowles: Auburn University

3:45pm – 4:15pm Student Panel Discussion Moderated by Jon Podoliak

4:15pm – 4:30pm Q&A













Where to find 
information 

about ASWM 
webinars:

www.aswm.org



Where to find 
information 
about SWS 
webinars:

www.sws.org



www.sws.org

Our mission is to promote understanding, 

conservation, protection, restoration, 

science-based management, and 

sustainability of wetlands.



www.sws.org

Who We Are 

A growing international 

organization of around 3,000 

members from 60+ countries
Photo by Chris Craft

Photo by:  Chris Craft

We value diversity, credibility, integrity, sound 

science, education, and communication and 

connection

 The international society for wetland professionals



www.sws.org

Services to 

members

 Publications 
Wetlands, Wetland Science & Practice

Meetings
Annual conference, Chapter meetings, webinars

 Awards
10 different prestigious awards to reward and acknowledge all of our member 

sectors, plus student research grants

Community
Network, collaborate, and communicate with other scientists, practitioners, 

managers, and regulators to engage on all topics related to wetlands

Photo by:  Dean M. Campbell

Photo by:  Dean M. Campbell



www.sws.org

SWS Organizational Structure

10 Sections
 Biogeochemistry

 Education

 Global Change Ecology

 Peatlands

 Public Policy & Regulation

 RAMSAR

 Student

 Wetland Restoration

 Wildlife

 Women in Wetlands
Photo by:  William R. Cox

Photo by: Kimberli PonzioPhoto by:  Chris Craft

15 Chapters
 9 in U.S.

 6 International

11 Committees
 Awards

 Education & Outreach

 Human Diversity

 Future Meetings

 Global Outreach (ad hoc)

 Membership

 Publications

 Ways & Means

 Wetland Concerns (ad hoc)

 Wetlands of Distinction

Board of Directors

Executive Board



www.sws.org



www.sws.org

Benefits to Students:

Photo of: Alex Troutman



www.sws.org

SWS Education and 

Outreach Committee

New initiatives

• International, virtual student mentoring program

• Early career professional networking opportunities



ASWM

“ASWM has been one of the most useful professional organizations I’ve joined in 
a long time! I greatly appreciate all the resources that ASWM hosts on their 

website…as well as the educational webinars that help me stay up-to-date on the 
state of wetland science, policy, and practice.” 

– Sarah Marshall, Ph.D., Colorado Natural Heritage Program.



Who We Are

MISSION

The mission of ASWM is to build capacity for state and tribal 
members and foster collaboration among the wetland 
community of practice by encouraging the application of sound 
science to wetland management and policy, promoting the 
protection and restoration of wetlands and related aquatic 
resources, and providing training and education for members 
and the general public.

VISION

As a result of ASWM’s work, the wetland community has 
access to and effectively uses sound science, policy, and 
private/public partnerships to preserve, protect, and restore 
the nation’s precious and limited wetlands and related aquatic 
resources.



ASWM’s Philosophy



ASWM Membership Program

• Currently +/- 1300 members.

• ASWM has state agency members 
in all 50 states, 18 tribes, plus 30 
members from Canada, New 
Zealand, Puerto Rico, Australia and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

• Membership categories include:

– Government & Non-profit 
organization

– Corporate/consultant

– Student & Senior/Retiree

• Rates for individuals and groups



Jon A. Kusler 
Student 

Scholarship Award

• ASWM Established in 1983 by 
Dr. Jon Kusler, Esq. and Scott 
Hausman.

“Scott and I founded ASWM with two goals—to support state wetland 
programs and to support national wetland policy reflecting sound wetland 
science.” Jon Kusler



• Current graduate Student at the University of 
Hawaii̒ at Mānoa

• Majoring in Natural Resources and Environmental 
Management
• Interdisciplinary program

• Natural sciences
• Social sciences
• Economics
• Hawaiian culture

• Completed undergraduate degree in the same 
program

• Jack-of-all-trades learning = educational gaps 
• No wetlands-specific courses at UHM

• State-wide gap in wetland scientists/specialists

Jessica Idle



Jessica Idle



My Definition of Mentorship

Mentors are willing to dedicate 
time and support to the 
mentee by guiding them 
through career stages, 
providing advise, teaching, and 
motivating when needed. 



Great Mentorship Experiences

• Adviser / PI 

• Research skills, providing 
opportunities, ambition

• Long-time Waterbird 
Observer/Handler

• Field experience, hands-on 
training, enthusiasm, support 
in starting a business 

• USFWS Staff member

• Enthusiasm, career advice, 
inclusion



My needs as a Mentee 

• Wetland-specific education
• Materials
• Recommended reading
• Trainings/Certificate programs
• Discussions of theories, 

research ideas, policies, etc.

• Career advice
• Multiple pathways

• Field experience 
• Recommendations for 

internships, volunteer 
opportunities, and/or job 
positions.



Questions?

Email: jidle@hawaii.edu
Twitter: @IdlePonderings

mailto:jidle@hawaii.edu


N O N - T R A D I T I O N A L  

G R A D U A T E  S T U D E N T  

A N D  M E N T O R S H I P
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K E Y  P O I N T S

1 . )  E X P O S U R E  T O  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  S E C T O R S

2 . )  I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y  C O L L A B O R A T I O N

3 . )  R E L A T I O N S H I P S



DIFFERENT SECTORS

33
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DIFFERENT SECTORS
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DIFFERENT SECTORS
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLLABORATION
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLLABORATION
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RELATIONSHIPS
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RELATIONSHIPS
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THANK YOU!

K E Y  T A K E  A W A Y S

1 . )  E X P O S U R E  T O  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  S E C T O R S

2 . )  I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y  C O L L A B O R A T I O N

3 . )  R E L A T I O N S H I P S



Hi! I’m Indigo!

• M.Sc. at Missouri State 
University

• Everything plants, wetlands, 
and nanoparticles

• International student 

They / She



My lab 
at MSU



ENVISIONING 

SUCCESS 

THROUGH A 

NEW LENS

Nadia Bowles



Panel Discussion & Questions

FMI:

• Greg Noe, President, Society of Wetland Scientists

• gnoe@usgs.gov

• Marla Stelk, Executive Director, Association of State Wetland 

Managers

• marla@aswm.org

mailto:gnoe@usgs.gov
mailto:marla@aswm.org


Thank You!


