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Wetland and Stream Grant Overview

Create a new position 
in the Water Resources 

Division (WRD) to 
develop programs 

relating to dam 
removals and stream 
restoration projects 

that involve floodplain 
and riparian wetlands. 

• Develop trainings and materials for staff 
covering BMPs for stream projects.

• Host webinars for environmental professionals

• Improve processes relating to dam removals, 
stream restoration, and floodplain connectivity

• Coordinate with local communities and 
stakeholders on stream and floodplain/riparian 
wetland projects
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Rationale for Funding

• Michigan previously only had one central 
staff member with the necessary experience 
to provide training and support.

• Not sufficient to provide statewide support 
on major stream projects and stream 
mitigation program

– Enclosures, relocations, channelizations, 
dam removals, and stream and wetland 
restorations

• Create a role to focus on projects that 
increase stream and riparian wetland 
function 

– Dam removals, habitat restoration etc. 

• Develop processes and provide additional 
expertise given the complex nature of stream 
and riparian restoration projects
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Tasks for new position

• Develop processes and trainings to organizations 
planning wetland and stream projects to avoid 
and minimize impacts

• Develop statewide sediment curves

• Hold training for EGLE staff focusing on 
connectivity

• Promote Michigan Stream Team

• Work with DNR to develop new policies for BMPs 
on dam and barrier removal

• Host external trainings 

• Develop Outreach materials
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• Serve as point of contact for EGLE staff across all nine 
district offices

•  Pre-Application Meetings

• Site visits

• Review of engineering design plans

• Provide comments 

• Permit conditions

• Focus on stream restoration projects

• Channel Sizing and Profile Design

• Stream Restoration associated with Dam Removals

• Road Stream Crossings/Culvert Sizing

• In-Stream Structures, Bank Stabilizations and BMPs

• Violation and Enforcement Cases

Technical Expertise in Restoration and 
Management Techniques
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Bankfull Trainings
• Bankfull is the point at which the channel fills 

and begins to overtop and flow onto the 
floodplain.

• Considered the channel forming flow and is 
essential to riparian wetlands.

• Hosted two trainings in 2024 and two trainings 
in 2025.

• 45 staff members within EGLE attended the 
2024 Bankfull Trainings between the two days

• 47 participants attended the 2025 bankfull 
trainings and included both EGLE staff and 
external practitioners

• Trainings were broken up into classroom 
sessions and then time in the field
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Stakeholder Engagement

• Michigan County Drain 
Commissioners

• Michigan DNR

• MDOT

• Wetland and Stream 
Practitioners

• General Public
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Michigan County Drain Commissioners

• Collaborate with Michigan Drain Commissioners to better 
understand stream/wetland function and improve BMPs

• Attend bi-annual Michigan Association of County Drain 
Commissioner Conferences 
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Stakeholder Outreach 
• Presented at 2023 Michigan Wetlands Association 

(MWA) Conference

– Stream and Wetland Connectivity

– Assisted with presentation on the MiSQT

• Presented at 2023 Transportation and Environment 
Conference on Road Stream Crossing BMPs
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Trainings & Conferences 

• Rosgen Level III & IV

• Stream Functions Pyramid and Quantification Tool 
Workshop

• USDA Road Stream Crossing Training

• 2024 National Stream Restoration Conference
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Ongoing Projects
• Dam Safety and Stream Restoration

• Drain Commissioner Erosion Study

• Sediment Curves

• Michigan Stream Team

• Technical Review Documents
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John Saltanovitz

Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy

SaltanovitzJ@Michigan.gov
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
www.Michigan.gov/EGLE

Sign up for email updates

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel
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