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BLM, Beaver, and Recovery: State of 

the Agency 

• BLM Aquatic Program Direction

• Does the BLM Reintroduce Beaver?

• Next Steps to Recovery



NAWM Beaver-Related Restoration 

Training Series

 Module 01: The History of Beaver and the Ecosystem 

Services They Provide

 Module 02: Identifying Where to Place Beavers and When 

to Use Beaver Mimicry for Low Tech Restoration in the Arid 

West

 Module 03: Case Studies of Long-term Changes from Beaver 

Restoration Activities

 Module 04: Addressing Common Barriers and Objections to 

Beaver Restoration Work

 Module 05: Coalition Building for Beaver Based Stream and 

Wetland Restoration Success

 Module 06: Beaver Restoration for Climate Resiliency
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BLM Aquatic Restoration Focus: State of 

the Agency 

• Low-tech Process-Based Restoration

• Watershed Focus (Riverscape!)

• Partnerships



BLM Aquatic Restoration: State of the 

Agency 

 BLM Aquatic Resources 5-Year Strategy

 BLM Aquatic Resources Manual (draft)

 Restoration Focus



BLM Aquatic Restoration: Funding Focus

• BIL/IRA Projects 

• NAWM Webinar Series!

• Utah State/Riverscape Consortium: co-produce data, tools, 

trainings, and support for watershed restoration 

• Home: https://www.riverscapes.net/ 

• Tools: 

https://lowtechpbr.restoration.usu.edu/resources/models 

https://www.riverscapes.net/
https://lowtechpbr.restoration.usu.edu/resources/models
https://lowtechpbr.restoration.usu.edu/resources/models


Riverscape Helps Planning: Where 

Should Restoration Occur?



Beaver Restoration 

Assessment Tool (BRAT) 



Riverscape: 

Valley Bottom Extraction Tool 



Does the BLM Reintroduce 

Beaver?  No, but…

▪ BLM manages habitat (State wildlife agencies manage 

wildlife/fish)

▪ BLM should cooperate fully with State agencies to reestablish 
native populations of wildlife 
(BLM Manual MS-1745, BLM Introduction, Transplant, Augmentation, and Reestablishment of Fish, 

Wildlife, and Plants; BLM Manual MS-6521, State Agencies)

▪ BLM can manage outcome of species introduction with a 

Categorical Exclusion (CX) that provides for
1. Routine augmentations such as fish stocking, wildlife transplants 

2. Relocation of nuisance or depredating wildlife 



Has BLM Participated in Beaver 

Reintroduction?
 Informal Survey:

 Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG)

 BLM Idaho Field Offices

 BLM State Office Aquatic Program Leads



Survey Results: IDFG
How many beaver has your region translocated in the past 5 years?

Why do you think more beaver weren’t transplanted on BLM managed lands?
Unsuitable habitat: Need LTPBR prior to restoration
IDFG Regional Office restrictions
BLM management reluctance
High release mortality: caution, need better release locations
Downstream water user resistance

IDFG Region Beaver 

Translocated on all 

lands

Beaver 

Translocated on 

BLM lands

“A” 189 7

“B” 57 0

“C” 0 0

“D” 61 8

TOTAL 307 15



Survey Results: BLM
Are BLM FO managers comfortable with state agencies leading 

reintroduction efforts on BLM lands? 

YES, most managers recognize that state agencies manage wildlife/fish 

and BLM manages habitat 

One manager ”is not comfortable due to concerns with coordination with 

grazing permittees and potential impacts to staff dealing with high priority, time 

sensitive, court-ordered workloads”

Do some managers think that reintroduction requires NEPA?

No, with exceptions:
▪ If introduction involves an interrelated BLM land management action
▪ Yes, a CX (one manager)
▪ Large-scale, watershed restoration projects 



Survey Results: BLM

Have beaver been reintroduced successfully on at least one 

BLM Field Office in your state?

Mostly, yes.

What proportion of Field Offices across the BLM have had 

beaver reintroduced?

>20%

Little Jacks Creek, Idaho



Path Forward?

• State-wide or regional beaver plans (Utah example)

• MOUs/agreements between BLM - State Agencies

• Annual letters authorizing and supporting beaver 

reintroduction by state wildlife agencies  

• Training for BLM managers/specialists 

• LTPBR!

• Public Education!!
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