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Presentation Outline

* Information on the Utah Geological Survey (UGS) and the Groundwater and Wetlands Program
* History of the Utah Wetland Program and the Utah Wetland Working Group (WWG)
Our collaborative process for updating Utah’s Wetland Program Plan (WPP)
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Groundwater & Wetlands
Quality and quantity of groundwater and wetland resources
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Wetland Section

* Focus on providing “timely scientific
information”

* Non-regulatory and no direct land
management

* Projects primarily externally funded
through grants and partnerships
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Wetland Field Assessments

- Collect basic information on soils, water quality,
vegetation, stressors, and condition

« Studies conducted at three scales- watershed,
ecoregion, and Great Salt Lake-specific




Wetland Mapping

« Produce spatial data on the location
and types of wetlands, ponds, lakes,
and streams

- Provide data to the federal National
Wetlands Inventory (NWI)

UGS online wetland mapper provides

Outdated mapping [ | Updated wetlands

DNR
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- Updated rivers
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Utah’s Wetland Program History

Utah’s state wetland program previously had two divisions represented from
within the Department of Natural Resources:

« The UGS
- The Division of Water Quality (UDWQ)

- UDWQ ended their wetland monitoring program in 2020
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Previous Wetland Program Plans

WPPs are voluntary plans encouraged by the
Environmental Protection Agency that outline
what a state, tribe, or program wants to
accomplish over a particular period of time.

2011 - 2016, UGS and UDWQ
2018 — 2023, UGS and UDWQ
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Collaboration

 The Utah WWG was established in 2015 as a statewide forum for coordination and
collaboration on wetland science, management, and policy

 The goal of the group:
— Raise awareness of the Utah wetland program

— Provide a structured space for state, federal, academic, consultant, and
nonprofit partners to share information, identify needs, and coordinate efforts
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[ATER & WETLANDS

Collaboration

* UGS wanted expert opinions on the direction of Yot s
th e n eXt W P P fo r Uta h The Utah Wetland Working Group was established in 2015 as a statewide forurr

working group is to raise awareness of the Utah Geological Survey's wetland pr

partners to share information, identify needs, and coordinate efforts. Since its f

Program Plans, which outline statewide goals and strategies for wetland resea

¢ UGS Wa nted tO ma ke SU re that We Were fOCUSing For more information about the working group, meetings, and getting involve
on priority needs for the state Upcoming Mestings:

f~y WETLAND WORKING GROUP ANNUAL MEETING

December 4th, 2025 - Location TBD

 Reaching as many voices as possible

Previous Meetings

Wetland Program Plans

Wetland Program Plans are voluntary plans encouraged by the Environmer
particular period of time. The Utah Ge

priority projects within the state. Members

plan, which is ant

Previous Wetland Program Plans:
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Initial Outreach

* Created two surveys (WWG and Tribal Nations)
via Google Forms

* Presented survey at Utah Tribal Leaders
Council Meeting, emailed via formal

2025 Wetland Program Plan Survey

The Utah Geological Survey's (UGS) Groundwater and Wetlands Program is soliciting
feedback from members of the Wetland Working Group to provide input in the

CO n S u Ita t i O n development of a Wetland Program Plan.

Wetland Program Plan's (WPP) are voluntary plans encouraged by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) that outline what a program wants to accomplish over a
particular period of time. UGS' last WPP plan covered 2018-2023.

e Sent separate survey to WWG members via

We are seeking input from members of the Working Group to help identify high priority
needs for Utah's wetlands. Responses from this survey will help inform the goals and .
strategies that will be outlined in the WPP, and will help direct focus groups over the

summer of 2025.
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Survey Results

* 48 respondents from the WWG (22% response rate) -p““i‘;‘i;a"lﬂ“gt.""” {u“;.‘;;;:.&:trn"*
....... : W |[L[ p ||ul.
Wmeriﬂo"irk """ me.,rhllmu
* Open-response answers were coded to identify F %
& instream flow ?-;_
themes and keywords develo ment %
mom’rorm e qunity
. ... = Water U'$ecduaion
Statewide wetland priorities: "“““’""3: mapping

1. State wetland protections (in-lieu fee, mitigation banking, conservation fund)
2. Managing water use and groundwater withdrawal
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Survey Results

When asked to identify data or research gaps regarding wetlands that would benefit their
own or their organizations’ work, respondents provided general and specific answers.

Summarized answers, based on identified keywords and themes: E O‘QGJ
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Survey Results

Regarding updating and developing a strategic Wetland Program Plan to focus the
UGS and Partners’ work, please rank the following wetland action priorities by
importance:

Rank Category

1 Monitoring and Assessment
Mapping and Landscape Planning
Sustainable Funding
Regulations
Data Communication and Access
Water Quality Standards
Voluntary Restoration and Protection
Outreach, Education, and Engagement

0 NO OB WD
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Focus Group Results

* Over 20 participants from 18 organizations

 Three groups with different topics:

1. Mapping and Spatial Analysis; Planning, Policy,
and Regulations

2. Education, Outreach, and Engagement; Wetland
Management

UTAH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY geology.utah.gov



Focus Group Results

| asked participants to think creatively and out-of-the box to develop project ideas

that did not have constraints:

Bring 2-3 research and data gap
ideas

&

Share amongst small groups

¥

Choose 2-3 standout ideas as a
small group

UTAH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Report out findings to the entire
F

group

A

Remix groups or stay in same
group

s

Choose 1 standout idea from list
to develop

i

Answer: If you had all the
resources you needed, what

would iuu do?

Each group shares their 1
developed idea

¥

Each person votes for their
favorite projects

geology.utah.gov




Focus Group Results and Feedback

These ideas were refined and categorized, and will become a part of the actions
within the next Wetland Program Plan.

Example projects developed during the meetings include:
* Developing connectivity data for aquatic resources across Utah

 Refine and reformat wetland reference condition data into easy-to-use
resources for wetland managers.

UTAH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY geology.utah.gov




2026 Utah Wetland Program Plan

The overall goal of Utah’s WPP is:

To increase the availability of scientific data on Utah’s wetlands by
developing and deploying tools to assess wetland health and function;
developing resources for voluntary wetland restoration, protection,
and management; and fostering collaboration through outreach and
partnerships.
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2026 Utah Wetland Program Plan

The updated Utah Wetland Program Plan has four
categories, derived from WWG feedback and based
on the EPA core elements:

1. Monitoring and Assessment

2. Mapping and Landscape Planning

3. Voluntary Restoration and Protection

UTAH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY geology.utah.gov



Next Steps

e WPP is currently in final internal UGS
review

 Will cover 2026 - 2031

* Expected draft submittal to EPA in Fall
2026

Opportunities for an addendum if
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Questions?

Jessica Stern, UGS State Wetland Coordinator
jstern@utah.gov
801-537-3307

Funding

EPA Region 8 Wetland Program Development Grant
CD-00111401-0

Resources
UGS website: https://geology.utah.gov/water/wetlands/

UTAH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
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