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The mission of NAWM is to build capacity for state and Tribal members and foster collaboration among the
wetland community of practice by encouraging the application of sound science to wetland management
and policy, promoting the protection and restoration of wetlands and related aquatic resources, and
providing training and education for members and the general public.
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The mission of NAWM is to build capacity for state and tribal members and foster collaboration among the wetland community of practice by encouraging
the application of sound science to wetland management and policy, promoting the protection and restoration of wetlands and related aquatic resources,

NAWM Policy Documents

and providing training and education for members and the general public.
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Wetland Program Plans (WPPs)

WPPs articulate wetland program goals and provide a blueprint for achieving
those goals.

WPPs:
> Should be tailored to the unique opportunities and challenges that occur within a

particular state, tribe, or territory
> Include both broad-based and specific actions, with timeframes

> Reflect EPA’s CEF to varying degrees
> Are encouraged but not required by EPA
> Should be updated at least every six years




Benefits of 9 WPP

A WPP provides a roadmap that explains the goals of the wetland program and
specific steps needed to get there.

WPPs developed through a collaborative process often result in numerous
benefits, such as:

* Greater confidence when identifying priority actions;
* New and stronger partnerships enhanced by a collaborative planning process; and
* Additional support for wetland programs.

WPDG RFAs include two tracks:

* Track One is for Tribes, states, and local governments that have or are developing/refining a
Wetlands Program Plan

* Track Two is open to intertribal consortia and states, as well as local governments, interstate
agencies, and eligible colleges and universities that are agencies of a state government.
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EPA launched its ESTP Initiative in 2007, with a goal
to accelerate wetland program development on a

national scale. Core Elements Framework was
established in 2008.

Wetland Program Plans Since the 2013 Wetland Program Plan Handbook

Hana was published, 74 Wetland Program Plans have
MBI e SERR.. v been developed or updated
. == Protecting Waters and Wetlands in Indian Country:

A Guide for Developing Tribal Wetland
Management Programs released in 2022.

In 2023, EPA reorganized and updated the CEF to
reflect current policies and recent experiences.
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https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/Final_Tribal_Wetlands_Guide_Rev_121422.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/Final_Tribal_Wetlands_Guide_Rev_121422.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/Final_Tribal_Wetlands_Guide_Rev_121422.pdf

Wetland
Program Plans
Handbook: -

Updated WPP Handbook now
available on NAWM’s website

An updated resource to assist states
in developing strategic approaches
for comprehensive wetland programs

June 2026

National Association of Wetland Managers

Available at https://nawm.org/pdf lib/publications/wetland program

lans handbook 2026.pd.



https://nawm.org/pdf_lib/publications/wetland_program_plans_handbook_2026.pdf

WPP Handbook Highlights

The CEF is very flexible. State WPPs can incorporate all or a subset of core
elements, with some adding additional elements that are key to local needs.

There’s no single starting point when

developing state wetland programs. |
Begin anywhere! Water

Regulation (O1VE:1114Y
Standards

Voluntary
Monitoring Wetland
and ‘ Restoration
Assessment and

Protection /



WPP Handbook Highlights:
Monitoring & Assessment

- Design considerations
- Common issues and challenges

- Potential actions a state might consider when developing and implementing a
monitoring and assessment program

- Regional and national monitoring workgroups




WPP Handbook Highlights:
Regulatory Activities

-~ Pros and cons of state regu|atory * Section 401 Water Quality Certification ]

programs ¥ . \
* Development of Wetland Specific Water Quality Standards

- Considerations in designing a v 3
regu I atO ry p rogra m ¢ Development and Promulgation of State or Local Regulations

- Options for scope of regulatory ¥ i A lis i and/c I ELE NGO Y e
progra ms (eXtent Of resource * Programmatic General Permit (PGP) issued by Corps, A
protectlon; Ievel Of State responSIbIIIty) Shifting Review Responsibility to the State

o Tech n|q ues for Ieve ragi ng prOteCtion * Adding Categories of Activities to the PGP
through COOperatlon Wlth Other e Assumption of 404 Program by the State \
programs
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WPP Handbook Highlights:
Voluntary Restoration and Protection

- Approaches states have taken to identify potential state roles and activities in
voluntary restoration and protection

- Common issues and challenges
- Techniques for creating coalitions of partners and interest groups
- Effective technical assistance

- Evaluation and reporting results




WPP Handbook Highlights:
Water Quality Standards for Wetlands

- Five key steps EPA has identified for developing wetland standards

- Approaches in state WPPs for wetland-specific designated uses, narrative and
numeric criteria to support those wetland uses

- Common issues and challenges

- Ways to incorporate wetland standards into decision-making




WPP Handbook Highlights:
Additional WPP Components

»Public education and outreach
~Sustainable financing

»Cultural knowledge and wetland programs
»Changing environmental conditions

e o
e e

e === e
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Wis

= ———
4 \ AS5p

consin o %,
< S
= 4

Ly

0 X

)




WPP Handbook Highlights:
Cross-Cutting Wetland Program Considerations

~Integrating wetland programs with other state initiatives
»Developing partnerships

»Long-term planning including training new staff
»Updating a WPP

Photo by Dean Pennala in Michigan




State Wetland Program Summaries
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State Program Summaries

The National Association of Wetland Managers (NAWM) conducted a study of state-level wetland work in all fifty states. NAWM’s national study was
designed to: 1) assess status and trends; 2) identify models and lessons leamed; and 3) document information and program development needs.
Information gathered for each state included a focus on status of work towards each of EPA's four Core Elements. Data collection was completed for a
snapshot of the year 2014.

Please dlick on a state below to view the State Summaries.

Available at https://nawm.org/wetland-programs/state-wetland-programs/state-program-summaries.html|
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State Wetland Program Summaries

2®@aﬂ"mweﬂa“ P a—— d Many updates since 2015!

Click Here to Skip to

Oregon's formation aout Wedand: *No longer pursuing assumption of CWA 404

. program

Water Quality Standards

Voluntary Restoration

Bausaton s s *Developed a Stream Function Assessment

Integration with Other Programs

Protocol

Photo Title: Wood River Wetland; Photo Credit: Kurt Carpenter, USGS

Section . Quic View *Refinement of Oregon Rapid Wetland
Description of State’s Wetlands Asse SS m e nt p rotoco I

Oregon has mostly wet meadows and wet prairies, as well as a lot of seasonal wetlands. The state’s
diverse wetlands can be classified into 15 generalized types, including alkaline wetlands, aquatic beds,
fens, forested wetlands, freshwater marshes, freshwater tidal wetlands, salt marshes and brackish

marshes, serpentine fens, shrub swamps and shrub riparian, snowbed depressions, spay zones, springs, ® B U i It U p m itigati O n p rog ra m, i n Cl U d i ng refi n i ng

vernal pools, wet meadows and wet prairies. A large percentage of these areas are in agricultural

ety i Aquatic Resources Mitigation Framework

State Definition of Wetlands

Oregon uses a state definition identical to the federal definition of wetlands (ORS.196.800(16)). ° U pd ate d a n d e n h a n Ced m a p Viewe rS a n d
Historic Wetland Loss/Gain O n I i n e too I S
Original Wetland Acreage | Remaining Wetland Acreage [ Acreage Lost | % Lost

2,262,000 1,393,900 868,100 38% bt ASSg,

Source: US Fish and Wildlife Service (Dahl, 1989)




Monitoring and Assessment
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“This webrage will be sed o post dralt documents o prer reviews o they are developed

Project Leads.
Ken Powell

Wetland Conservatian Act Oper.

MM Board of Water & Soil Resources
512151703
ke powell@state mn.us

Tom Pearce

tigation Coordinator

Waterways/External Services

Wisconsin Department af Natural Resaurces
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Available at https://bwsr.state.mn.us/wetland-functional-assessment E
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Voluntary Restoration and Protectio

34 Ditch Plugs

and store

flood waters. ion of a ditch to the natural i waall
«can impound water, flood the ditch, and reconnect it with the surrounding wetland. These
restoration for artificial
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Stabilize Site

Monitor for Success

Eed with shallower ditches, generally less than z feet in depth. A length of
recommended

Pre-Construction Planning

m the original ditching along either side of the ditch. Additional sources of on-
ome from other restoration practices fie depression excavations) If importing
ram a location where non-nativs invasive species INNIS) are not found

s

work in a relatively flat/level site. Locate the plug at the downstream edge of
d restoration area. Multiple plugs are needed on sloped sites. Locate one plug
ation of the restoration area with additional plugs moving upslope. Spacing or
s every one to three fest of vertical riss s rscommended to reduce excessive
the plugs.

. fand staging location for temporary storage of imparted soils (s needed) and
ent.

s
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6 s and trails without improvement is allowed Temporary use of swamp mats is
2 oved within one growing season. provided their use meets the United States
insers General Permit conditions (ss& Chapter )
Select a Contractor & Equipment
Cheose a contracter with previous experience working in wetlands and use low ground pressure
equipment such as an excavator with wide tracks. Mest with the contractor to review project
details including site access and staging location. the specifications for plug material and plug
installation. and NNIS control/management procsdures (sse_Invasive Species Control and
Msnagement). Plan work for dry field condiitions with no/minimal flow present in the ditch.



https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/protect/restore

Education and Outreach

w“d 2 wonderful NTRODUCING WETLANDS
Wetlands

is a wetland?

area that is flooded or saturated with water
least part of the growing season, resulting in
d soils and specially adapted wetland

. Common wetland habitats in West Virginia
ested swamps, shrub swamps, emergent
ds, aquatic beds, fens, and open ponds.

SWAMP

Did you know that rhododendrons are
g also nature's thermometer? Tell the
temperature by looking at their
leaves. Are they flat or curled?

a
>40°F
Flat Leaf

1. McClintic Wildlife Management Area

2. Creen Wildlife Area

3. Kanawha State Forest - Spotted der L -

4. Twin Falls State Park - Poke Hollow Wetland L <tate flower. It is ShE
5. New River Birding & Nature Center bautiful pollinator

6. Cranberry Glades : ptlands, attracting

7. WV Botanic Gardans butterflies and N

8. Cranesville Swamp hummingbirds to feed on % ;i,‘r;ufy

9. Alder Run Bog its nectar. It grows in Curled Leaf
10. Widymer Wetland acidic soils, moist dry

11. Stauffer's Marsh f&rests, and in swamps.

12. Cool Spring Preserve

Available at https://dep.wv.qgov/WWE/qgetinvolved/Pages/Wetland-Resources-Guide.aspx



https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/Pages/Wetland-Resources-Guide.aspx
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/Pages/Wetland-Resources-Guide.aspx
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/Pages/Wetland-Resources-Guide.aspx
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/Pages/Wetland-Resources-Guide.aspx
https://dep.wv.gov/WWE/getinvolved/Pages/Wetland-Resources-Guide.aspx

Coming Soon:

Updated 50 State Wetland Program
Summaries

New Status and Trends of State Wetland
Programs Report including a comparative
analysis of how state programs have
changed since 2014




Keep up with Policy Changes

NAWM's monthly note to states and tribes
provides a summary of the latest policy
updates for wetland program managers.

Monthly policy note will be a member-only
benefit beginning January 2027.




NAWM Trainings and Technical Assistance

» State and Tribal Wetland Meetings and
Trainings
~Regional Wetland Meetings/Trainings
»~Region 5 Tribal Wetlands Working Group
»~Tribal Clean Water Act Trainings

» Beaver-Related Restoration Webinar Series
and Resource Guide

» Delaware Freshwater Wetlands Program
Support

» Toolkit for Local Government Wetland
Protections

Region 5 Tribal Wetlands Working Group
. Michigan Plant ID Training
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MENTORSHIP-ASSISTED
RESOURCE & SUPPORT HUB

\

Mentors needed! Application
deadline extended to Sept. 14

Step up to help guide the
next generations of Mentee applications will open

wetland professionals! in September 2026
Program runs Jan-Dec 2027
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Portia Osborne
portia@nawm.org

National Association of Wetland Managers
207-892-3399
https://www.nawm.org
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