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NONPOINT SOURCE (NPS) POLLUTION IS DIVERSE AND 
DOMINATES THE NATION’S IMPAIRED WATERS 

Agriculture (row crop runoff, irrigation 
water, animal facilities)
 Nutrients, sediment, pathogens, 

pesticides, metals

Onsite septic systems 
 Nutrients, pathogens

Acid mine drainage
Metals, pH

 Unregulated urban runoff
 Pathogens, fertilizer, pet waste, oil 

& grease, construction sediment

 Forestry 
 Sediment (slides, road construction, 

fire), temperature

 Hydromodification (dams, 
channel straightening)
 Sediment, temperature, habitat 

destruction



SOURCES OF POLLUTION UNDER 
CLEAN WATER ACT 

 ‘Point sources’ regulated under 
Clean Water Act
 Any “discernable, confined 

and discrete conveyance 
including…any pipe, ditch, 
channel…[etc.] from which 
pollutants are or may be 
discharged.”

 Discharges must be regulated 
in a manner consistent with 
state/tribal WQS, e.g., 
NDPDES permits.

 ‘Nonpoint sources’ not regulated 
or specifically defined
 Any source of water pollution 

that doesn’t meet point source 
definition. 

 Polluted runoff from rain or 
snowmelt carrying natural 
and anthropogenic pollutants 
to waters.

 Includes: agriculture 
stormwater discharge and 
irrigation return flows.



§319 OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT

Established in 1987, provides a framework and 
federal funding for state and local NPS efforts

319(b): 5-Year NPS State Management 
Programs

319(h): Grant Program

 In addition to CWA, states follow grant 
guidelines in spending 319 funds.

http://www.epa.gov/nps/319-grant-current-guidance

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2010-title33/pdf/USCODE-2010-title33-chap26-subchapIII-sec1329.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2010-title33/pdf/USCODE-2010-title33-chap26-subchapIII-sec1329.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/nps/cwa-ss319-grant-current-guidance
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§319 IS A NATIONAL PROGRAM THAT INFLUENCES STATE PROGRAMS 
AND POWERS LOCAL WATERSHED PROJECTS

Funds appropriated by Congress and 
distributed to states and territories 
based on allocation formula
 FY26 allocation: $175M with 8% 

tribal set-aside ($14M); ~ $1M 
to ~ $8.3M per state

 40% non-federal match required

Use of funds requires:
 Watershed projects – minimum 

50% of funds allocated to 
support on-the-ground projects

 NPS program work/staff



MOST STATES RUN RFP OR OTHER COMPETITIVE PROCESSES 
AND AWARD SUBGRANTS FOR WATERSHED PROJECTS



§319 GRANT TOTAL (IN MILLIONS)



WATERSHED BASED PLANS →
THE MAP FOR WATER QUALITY RESULTS

Section 319 watershed projects must be guided by 
watershed-based plans

Watershed plans are the technical workplan 
guiding work related to:

 Pollutant loads, sources, critical areas and 
practices that will have greatest impact on 
water quality. 

 They are also critical for engaging affected 
stakeholders and landowners in the process 
which is critical to successful project 
implementation.
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HUNDREDS OF 
ENGAGED PARTNERS

National Distribution of Partner Types

 More than 1,000 partner 
organizations are currently 
involved in over 1,800 active 
Section 319 projects.

 NPS success takes local action 
and people – communities, 
agencies, conservation districts, 
watershed groups, and 
landowners willing to say “yes” 
to adopting practices.



EXPLORE SECTION 319 PROJECTS NPS Project Explorer
https://ordspub.epa.gov/ords/grts/f?p=109:940:::::: 

https://ordspub.epa.gov/ords/grts/f?p=109:940


SECTION 319 FUNDED WETLAND PROJECTS

 Since 2015, over 200 
Section 319 funded 
projects have 
implemented wetland 
BMPs to address NPS 
pollution.

 Total Section 319 
investment in wetland 
BMP projects 2015-
present: $47.1 million.



NPS Success Stories: 

 Over 16,300 miles of streams and rivers, 230,000 acres of lakes 
and ponds restored for one or more impairments.

 Over 1,400 water bodies covered in over 850 stories.

 Most frequent pollutants: sediment, pathogens, nutrients, acid/metals.

 Most frequent types: agricultural, closely followed by urban
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NPS PROGRAM DELIVERS RESULTS



RECENT NPS SUCCESS STORIES

An aging pond was identified as a source of fecal coliform pollution in 
Cranberry Creek, WV. Project partners conducted pond draining, 
wildlife relocation, wetland creation, riparian and wetland plantings, 
and stream restoration. Monitoring demonstrates reduced fecal coliform.

Rito de los Indios, NM was affected by the Las Conchas fire of 2011, 
with burned areas delivering sediment and ash to the stream. Project 
partners completed a wetland restoration project, which successfully 
reduced turbidity sufficiently to remove it from the CWA Section 303(d) 
List of Impaired Waters in 2024.

Wetland Project Benefits Cranberry Creek, Builds 
Partnerships, and Yields Ecological and Educational Success

Restoring Hydrologic Function to the Rito de los Indios



Update of nonpoint source management plans

Sharing results and success

Watershed plans and project selection 

POINTS OF ENGAGEMENT IN THE NPS PROCESS



QUESTIONS?

Ellie Flaherty
flaherty.ellie@epa.gov

EPA NPS Program Resources:
www.epa.gov/nps 

mailto:flaherty.ellie@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/nps
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