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Calculating Impacts of Sackett 
decision

• Using 2017 statewide wetland 
maps

• Wetlands lacking a continuous 
surface connection to 
downstream TNW

• Privately owned wetlands
• Freshwater wetlands only
• BPJ without field specifications 

Spatial Analysis



Results
Nontidal wetlands left federally  unprotected

Rapanos (2006) NWPR (2020) Sackett (2023)
~3,500 acres ~30,000 acres ~75,000 acres

75,000 acres =
 45% of Delaware’s nontidal wetlands
 40% increase from NWPR
 20-fold increase from Rapanos



Unprotected Wetland 
Types



What Now?
• Support current efforts to establish 

FWW state program

• Comprehensive program using 
SPGP process

• + Nonfederal wetlands (fill the gap)

• In addition to tidal wetlands

• 3-4 year process 

• Educate about wetland values

• Encourage voluntary stewardship

• Provide clarity on regulatory process



Follow us!

alison.rogerson@delaware.gov @DNRECwetlands

Thank You!
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